
The Massachusetts Avenue Project

Trinity Episcopal Church

Bu�alo Niagara Medical Campus
Golden Cup Co�ee Company
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Feedstock Supply 

Mutual Support

Compost Distributed
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Compost Initiative

The Urban Habitat Project
Dave Majewski

Feedstock, Exchange and 
Institutional Reciprocity

Composting requires a network of resources and 
distribution. For large scale composting, a constant 
source of feedstock demands a network to provide 
sources of carbon and nitrogen. The Equestrian Center, 
Desiderio’s produce, and the Food Bank of Western NY 
all fuel grassroots composting initiatives within the city. 
Consequently, the large number of community gardens 
and a burgeoning number of urban farms within the city 
also provide a demand for compost and the opportunity 
for expansion.

Furthermore, many connections in the network are not 
material exchanges. These connections are necessary 
for the vitality of the network. For example, the Buffalo 
Niagara Medical Complex and the Massachusetts 
Avenue Project are connected through Healthy Kids 
Healthy Communities. Both participate in this program 
whose aim is to provide easy access to healthy food to 
families on the West Side of Buffalo. These connections 
give a greater purpose to the network.

Domesticating 
Compost
The recovery of biological nutrients involves a wide 
range of boundaries that seek to contain and manage 
biological waste. In a typical residential environment, 
this is accomplished in two ways. The first and easiest 
is to place the waste inside a new boundary, the trash 
bag, thus separating it from interior living space. Al-
ternatively, the biological nutrients are placed outside 
the home in compost bin. Even outside the home, most 
people would prefer to have biological waste off their 
property when it begins to accumulate. At each level, 
the probability that the biological nutrients escape the 
boundary in which they have been placed and return to 
the nutrient cycle is reduced.

The object most associated with Biological Nutrients 
is the compost bin. This project links the individual, 
private act of bin composting with a potential new 
economy of urban compost exchange. At the level of 
the site, the probe communicates heat levels through 
an RGB LED. Simultaneously, the probe transmits the 
information to a website that describes a topography 
of compost generation in the city, allowing backyard 
composting to participate in a larger community of 
exchange.

RIGHT: Gather Round! The notion of the family compost pile replacing 
the central fire place in a suburban home reveals the potential power 
of networked compost.  By posting the activity of individual compost 
piles, an example is set for the community.  Increased awareness fosters 
increased exchange of compost and knowledge about composting.  As 
the community develops the need for centralized compost centers is 
replaced by a distributed network of individual containers.
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r
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