Urban Composting
Networks in Buffal

Feedstock, Exchange and
Institutional Reciprocity

Composting requires a network of resources and
distribution. For large scale composting, a constant
source of feedstock demands a network to provide
sources of carbon and nitrogen. The Equestrian Center,
Desiderio’s produce, and the Food Bank of Western NY
all fuel grassroots composting initiatives within the city.
Consequently, the large number of community gardens
and a burgeoning number of urban farms within the city
also provide a demand for compost and the opportunity
for expansion.

Furthermore, many connections in the network are not
material exchanges. These connections are necessary
for the vitality of the network. For example, the Buffalo
Niagara Medical Complex and the Massachusetts
Avenue Project are connected through Healthy Kids
Healthy Communities. Both participate in this program
whose aim is to provide easy access to healthy food to
families on the West Side of Buffalo. These connections
give a greater purpose to the network.
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Evolving Processes
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Information and Material Inputs
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